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With the majority of Charities employing/paying fundraisers, management and even
general staff these days, | am honoured to be associated with an Organisation that
Is still 100% voluntary. The Gosport and Fareham Inshore Rescue Service is a
unique Organisation as not only do we save lives at sea but assist those ashore,
whether at accidents on the beach, floods in local villages or assisting other
Emergency Services in times of major incidents/probl ems, like the heavy snow we
witnessed in 2010, and we also have a very active cadet section which you will see
more about later in this report.

The dedication of the Members is most commendable, from maintenance teams
and shore crews, fundraisers to frontline lifeboat crews, they all commit so much to
the community and normally without any recognition.

As a long serving Member of GAFIRS | have seen the Service grow from its humble
beginnings as a summertime Canoe Lifeguard unit in 1969 housed in a very small
Victorian store room to a purpose two storey Hea dquarters housing our lifeboats
and all the rescue equipment that we use today. All of which has only been possible
due the generosity of the public and the dedication of GAFIRS Members both in
fund raising and carrying out rescue activities.

2010 proved to be another busy year for assisting members of the public (please
see our breakdown of tasking), but we have also been very busy raising money
towards fitting out of our new Lifeboat, keeping up the maintenance of our current
equipment/boats, embarking on a more focussed training resumes and trying to find
time to socialize and have fun.

| would like to thank everyone who has helped GAFIRS during 2010 and look
forward to their continued support in 2011.

Thank you.

Steve Hobbs
Chairman
2007 - 2011




Foreword

The Annual report is more than a breakdown
incidents throughout the yeam P | [ o PO
what we do behind the scenes, behind the big red doors of
fAFSo2I0 adldirzyo 2SQff y 2
highlight the year for us whilst also looking forward to t

fantastic opportunities that lay aheia of us, including the

completion of our new lifeboat in 2011. Remember, GAFIF
not part of the RNLI and does not receive any funding from
government so every penny we receive is so important
keeping one of the busiest lifeboat stations in the tKning,
24 hours a day, 365 days a year.
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Gosport and Fareham
Inshore Rescue Service

IN ANY MARITIME EMERGENCY

DIAL 999

AND ASK FOR THECOASTGUARD

OUR REPRESENTATIVES CONTACT DETAILS:

Chairman Fundraising Officer
Mr Steve Hobbs Mrs Joyce Thomas
01329 822515 07017 031017

chairman@agafirs.org.uk  fundraising@gafirs.org.uk

Visit our website:

www.gafirs.org.uk

Find us on

Facebook

www. facebook.com/GAFIRS
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Current Committee Structure

All of our crews, fundraisers, directors and management committee are volunteers; giving
their free time to provide the service.

Below is the structure of the management committee 2010 -2011

Patron
Lady Fieldhouse

— ———— 1

President Vice President President
Mayor of Gosport John Lee Mayor of Fareham
| |
Medical Director Honorary Solicitor
Dr Brando Tamayo lan Salndilands
Honorary Accountant

GAFIRS Limited Directors (Voluntary)




My report this year will focus on the build progress of the replacement Lifeboat
The Jim & Molly Newton.

| must thank those members who have continued to work relentlessly on the fit
out of the replacement Lifeboat, your patience, perseverance and dogged
determination is greatly appreciated.
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what trials and tribulations lay in wait?

In February the two inboard diesel engines were lowered into the hull, it soon
became evident that there was insufficient clearances between the engines and
the hull..Each engine is mounted onto vibration mounts fixed to longitudinal
beams that run through.th e engine bay. | contacted our previous point of contact
at Halmatics to discuss the problems we had encountered. Halmatic were keen
to assist but this was to be limited, due in part to the time that had elapsed since
delivery of the hull. On the recommendation of Halmatic, advice was sought from
Vectis Marine based near Ringwood.

The solution proposed by Vectis Marine was to raise the height of both inboards

without increasing the driveshaft angles beyond an acceptable angle. This was
achieved by placing machined spacers under each engine mount. | make it
sound easy, thank you so much to John Fox -Robinson of Vectis for all your
assistance in helping overcome this problem. At the same time as this work was

being undertaken, modifications were being made to t he tunnels that the drive
shafts pass through, this was to compensate for the new shaft height. All of this

work was finally completed in August along with changes to the fire pump bay

bulkhead.

There had been lots of discussion about the engine box design within GAFIRS.
The type of material to use in construction, functional requirements, size of air
intakes, fire detection and prevention and the need for it to be sturdy enough to
be walked on by the crew, were just some of the considerations. It was decided
to seek the advice of Vectis Marine and draw on their experience and expertise to
assist with the concept design of the engine box. Ideas were exchanged, key
design points discussed and constr uction material agreed. From a concept
design, drawings were then produced by Vectis Marine, based on the
requirements stipulated by GAFIRS. In November the engine box construction
was put out to tender.






The good news is we ended the year with more than we started with - the
bad news is that without a substantial legacy left for GAFIRS we would
have been £14,000 down in spite of spending less than last year. Our
grants from the Solent Sea Rescue Organisation and the Hampshire Fire
and Rescue Service have been reduced or stopped and in spite of our
fundraisers efforts normal income was down. In the next year we should
see a good contribution from the Lifeboat Lotto but it is clearly vital to
keep our image high in the public eye so that thei r contributions are
maintained.

John Martyn
Treasurer




LIFEBOAT¢_»LOTTO

This year marked the start of the brand new
GAFIRS lifeboat lottery. It allows members of
the public to help support their local
independent lifeboat charity whilst also
having a chance of winning a £5000 jackpot!

The launch of the lifeboat lotto was held at
the boathouse on Wednesday 27™ October,
Sangeeta Bhabra, the co-presenter
alongside Fred Dinenage of ITV Meridian
News, joined our members to draw the first
set of results. Although there may be 31
numbers to choose from, the first set of
results were 3, 4, 5 and 7 which was
unexpected by everyone, including our
players as no one won the first jackpot
(expect those who won the runner -up prize
for getting 3 numbers correct.)

Thanks to the friends of GAFIRS, this is a
fantastic way to help us whilst also being in
the chance of making some money! If you
would like to become a friend of GAFIRS,
you can sign up today. Simply visit our
website where you can...

WIN £5000

AND HELP 3
i 4 AND

i@l SUPPORT YOUR
Bl LOCAL LIFEBOAT




| started 2010 with fears that GAFIRS fund raising would suffer as
result of the economic recession but | am pleased to tell you that
people of Gosport and Fareham continued toyide us with
generoussuppord® 2 S AGFNIGSR wnanmn 6AGK
which attracted a record number of swimmers and, on a bright an
sunny day, our biggest crowd of spectators ever. The swim broug
in over £350 in donations and sponsorship.

Our nex major eventwastrS & D2 h NI} y3IS F2NJ
fund raising and awareness day the 60 Independent Lifeboat

Services around the UK. The day was a great success and we rai
over £2000, mainly through our collection on the Gosport Ferry.

51 & ¢

Ournexteventwasura [ AFSo2F G FyR . f dzbe
May Day Bank Holidayhe weather was dull and cold with
attendance and donations both down on the previous two years. We

plan this year to raalign the event with the summer Gosport Big Day Out so that we benefit from
warmer weather and the publicity surrounding the Big Dag;will also be better placed to run

2dzNJ S@Sy i aaildlyR ft2ySé AFE a assSvya tA1Stesxs
due to financial constraints. The local supermarkets, particularly Sainsburys at Fareham, gave us
kind support at he Blue Light Day and throughout the year by allowing us to hold collections at
their stores. Thank you to all our members, friends and supporters who helped with fund raising

in 2010; but be warned, there are never enough of you and | shall be chasiral for help again

in 2011!

Fundraising Officer

2010 has been an intergsg and progressive year for GAFIRS
Training. The beginning of the year saw the continuing introduct
of a competency framework with all crew clearly identified into
newly reviewed roles and responsibilities. Building on that, our
training delivery strature was refined to enable a wider range of
training to be delivered on specific training evenings, with much
emphasis on practical lifeboating and rescue skills. To make this
process work more effectively, more members delivered training
based on their wn profession, qualification and range of expertis
and that training is delivered weekly. As a result, our lifeboat cre
is now continually maintaining and developing their skills in First
Aid, Seamanship and the shesased aspects of delivering a 24/7

Search and Rescue capability; waiting for the call, ready for the
OFrftX Peter Brown
Training Officer
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During 2010, | have continued my fund raising activities and
given the treasurer £7. 500. | have given many talks on GAF
throughout the yearSimilartalks have been arranged for 201
I emphasise that GAFIRS is an iretefent lifeboat, one of the
59 around the coast of the UK and EIRE. Also importantly, t
GAFIRS are members of the SSRO, which partly supports
financially the 8 independent lifeboats of the Solent.

Instruction to pupils of thdorough junior schools has
O2y Ay dzSRYE dzy RSNJ G4 KS | dzALJA O
Workshop SchemeTo date 1260 children have been informed
of the DANGERS / PLEASURES of the beach and sea and
keep safe.

John Lee
Vice President

Things on the transport front for thpast year have been on the whole a smooth running machine.
DwmMQa OGN} AfSNIKIR ySg NHzyySNE FAOGGSR G GKS a
without the need to fit new bearings, this i think must be a first! It will get a coat of paint when

Gvm 3I2S& 2FFEAYSd® DwoQa GNIAfTSNIKIFA KFER | ySg
strengthened to make recovery easier.

The old fundraising trailer has now been replacedlmew one, and smart it is tdhe landrover
had had a new clutch fittednd has had the seat covers
replaced.

The MB Trac has a new manifold which Ken fitted in the new
year. The gearbox was also adjusted to give it a bias in reve
gear. This has kept it going through the season. The gearbox
will need work at some point.

Onthe driving front we now have 3 new young drivers who
have been trained to launch and recover the lifeboats. Well
done to them!

As we move into the new season things are looking good fro
the Transport section. Thankydor everyones help in the past
year.

Dave Balcombe
Transport Officer
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A family from London were rescued this summer when their 25 foot sports cruiser sank in
the Solent. On a Saturday afternoon HM Coastguard at Lee on Solent received a 999 call
from the craft. They reported that the vessel was taking on water and sinking 1 mile south
of the hovercraft slipway at Lee on the Solent. The coastguard immediately alerted
Gosport & Fareham Inshore Rescue Service, tasking them and the Coastguard Rescue
helicopter to the | e g mgid} Tlhewcrew of the sinking vessel deployed a flare which was
visible from the Coastguard Operations Room, Gosport Rescue One was on a routine
patrol at the time and was on scen e within 4 minutes of the initial 999 call being made.

As soon as the Lifeboat was alongside the 3 occupants, an adult male, adult female and a
female child were immediately taken onboard the Lifeboat. T he stern of the sports cruiser
was very low in the water and in imminent danger of sinking, the young girl was obviously
distressed, all were wearing lifejackets. The Coastguard was informed by Gosport Rescue
One that they would land the three persons at the hovercraft slipway at Lee. The
coastguard helicop ter arrived on scene and remained over the almost totally submerged
hull. With the 3 casualties landed on the beach and now being looked after by the
Coastguard mobile team, Gosport Rescue One returned to the sinking craft.

Approximately 3 foot of the bow was still clear of the water with the remainder of the boat
submerged. A towline was attached to the bow and the Lifeboat towed the craft towards
the beach at the hovercraft slipway w here it was taken to within 10 metres of the beach.
The boats anchor and chain was then used to secure it to the beach. With the tide falling
more of the craft soon became visible and before too long it was high a nd dry but still
below the high water mark. The owner of the vessel was eventually able to recover the
damaged craft onto a road trailer on the next rising tide.

This was one of the many incidents throughout the year which most of the crew and
coxswains will remember for years to come...




-

- Y —_—

Photograph of Gosport Rescue 1 on scene

Deployment of a hand held distress flare.
One piece of equipment that could save
. your life at sea.




In The News
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Coastguard :
false alarm

mzmmkmm s

helicopter was caffed out -
after reports a person had
hﬂnlntothﬂhr.

“The helicopter, amﬁﬁh' |

the Gosport and Fareham

Inshore Rescue Service,
mmmmmm

Miflennium Bridge, Forton

Lake, at 8.30pm on Tuesday.

it was belleved a person

nad fallen off a vessel into
the water. But after looking

at nearby CCTV, rescuers
confirmed It was a false
alarm ‘with goed Intent’ and
that no-one was in dam

A MAJOR air and sea search
was launched after fears that a
woman had fallen from a ferry
on the Solent.

The alarm was raised by a
passenger who spotted a
woman in distress on the car-
deck of a Red Funnel Ferry.

When the passenger took a
second look, the woman was
gone and it was feared she had
gone overboard, as the Red
Eagle approached Cowes

'l‘beSolentCoastguard police
and independent lifeboats

including Calshot's two RNLI
lifeboats, were all dispatched
within minutes for the
painstaking search of the
waters surrounding Cowes but
nothing was found.

The search was called-off
almost three hours later, at
9.30pm.

Although the number of foot-
passengers was down by one on
arrival at Cowes, police have
not received any reports of a
missing person.

A coastguard spokesperson
said: “There's no evidence of
anything untoward and it is not
unusual for the number of foot-
passengers to be down by one.
It is very possible that this
woman could have been travel-
ling in a vehicle and those num-
bers are not recorded.

“No-one actually saw her go
overboard but we have to
search because there is the
assurgption that she could

Gosport and Fareham Inshore Rescue SeAwoaial Report 2010



Boat destroyed by fire

A BOAT was destroyed by
fire in Gosport marina.

Police, fire crew, Solent
coastguard and Gosport and
Fareham Inshore Rescue
Service all attended the fire
on a 15ft fishing boat at the
marina in Mumby Road, on
Monday at 6.30pm.

The wooden boat was well '

alight when fire crew from
Gosport arrived and was left
destroyed.

There was no-one on board

GAFIR% 2010...

the boat-and the emergency
services are now trying to
track down the bwner.

Watch manager Kev
Roberts, from Gosport
fire station, said: ‘It was
completely destroyed by the
fire. It was well alight when
we got there and there was
not a lot we could do.’

The fire crew used a hose
reel attached from a jetty to
a police boat to put out the
blaze.

17



Operational Statistics

Number of Incidents in 2010
(Tasked by HM Coastguard)

18
16
14
12
10

8

6 +—
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Incidents by Type During 2010
(Tasked by HM Coastguard)

Dismasted Vesse

5%

Sinkin _ Fouled
Person/s in Propeller/Rudder/An

Water vessel Agroundlissing Person Man Over Board chor
4% 4% 4% 4% 5%

.
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Incident Information

On the following pages you can see the callouts which the service were tasked to in 2010, most of
which were by HM Solent Coastguard.

Summer Time

in the Sol

Y

' i Position
Incll\ldoent of AEUHCO) Brief Incident Description

Incident Incident

Report of a fishing vessel with fire on board. Gosport Rescue 1

Gosport Fire on launched after pager call from Solent Coastguard, on arrival the

Marina Board fire had been extinguished by Hampshire Fire and Rescue
Service. GR1 towed vessel to slipway for recovery.

A female who had a history of self harm had been reported

10/001 11/01  18:39

. Southsea Missing missing. Several local units including GAFIRS and Hill Head
10/002 11/01  19:36 Seafront Person Mobile participated, missing female found and GR1 returned to
base.
10/003 17/01  13:02 Calshot Radio Called by Solent Coastguard of a radio jammer on channel 16.
Spit Jammer Carrier eventually found.
. Off Hill Windsurfer  HIl Head Mobile had observed a windsurfer in difficulty off Salterns
10/004 17/01  14:16 Head in Difficulty Car Park. GR1 assisted windsurfer into shore.
East of Paged by Solent Coastguard to attend to a vessel who needed
10/005 18/01 18:55 Browndown Lostin Fog assistance in heavy fog. Vessel escorted by GR1 to mooring at
Buoy Hardway.
. Vospers - Report of Sunken tender off Vospers jetty. The tender was then
10/006 21/01  14:31 Jetty Sinking later identified as identical to the one involved in rescue 10/019
Portsmouth . .
10/007 24/01 1844 Harbour Englne Coastguard paged GR1 to assist broken down vessel, stood down
Failure before launch.
entrance
Engine Gosport Rescue 3 was launched to aid a broken down fishing boat
10/008 06/03 15:23 Gillkicker Faigllure off Gillkicker Point. Two Persons on Board. GR3 attended and

towed vessel to Whale Island.

After incident 10/009 Solent Coastguard requested GR3 to search
for a man who had been at sea in a Wayfarer and was now
Search for  overdue. The dingy was believed to be in the Hill Head area. GR3
Vessel went to search and found the Polish man who spoke very little

English. GR3 towed the Wayfarer to Lee-on-the-Solent Sailing

Club.

A member of the public had been hit on the head close to the
Stokes Bay Medical boathouse by a large stone and had substantial bleeding. A
Beach Huts Ashore trained Community First Responder from GAFIRS gave

assistance.
Solent Coastguard tasked GR3 to assist a rib off Gillkicker Point

which was suffering engine failure. 3 persons fallen into water and

10/009 06/03 17:10  Hill Head

10/010 07/03  14:24

. East of Engine suffering from hypothermia, South Central Ambulance Service
10/011 07/03  16:45 Gillkicker Failure tasked. GR3 brought rib and casualties back to boathouse who
were given further medical assistance. All causalities safe and
well.
10/012 1003 10:10 Nor@h Ca_psued Stood down before launch as t_he dinghy had been able to correct
Sturbridge Dinghy itself.
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Incident
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Position
of
Incident

 Nature of

Incident

uts in 2010

Brief Incident Description

A female believed to be stranded on Ryde Sands by tide raised
10/013 14/03 1552 Off Ryde Person In the concern of the Coastguard who tasked us to investigate, on
' Rescue HQ Water arrival the female was not in difficulty and was making her own
way back to the beach.
West Side Paged to a suspected person in water at Forton Lake - seen by
. of PersonIn  CCTV operations at Queens Harbour Master Portsmouth, Gosport
10/014 30/03  20:24 Millennium Water Rescue 3 and Gosport Rescue Mobile attended. Coastline and
Bridge land search carried out, the casualty vessel was found.
200 Meters Fouled A yacht with a fouled rudder requested assistance. GR3 crews
10/015 04/04  15:37 from Rudder cleared mooring and checked for damage. Lifeboat crews ntered
Explosion water to clear problem.
10/016 04/04 17:00  Southsea Person In Tasked to Southsea to h_elp F_’ortsmouth Coastguard identify an
Water object in the water.
Female with several puncture wounds from dog bite approached
10/017 05/04 14:43 Gosport Medical the boathouse for assistance. One of our shore crews who is a full
' Rescue HQ Ashore time paramedic treated the causality and transferred her to Minor
Injuries Unit
Paged at 9pm by Solent Coastguard to search for a reported
300 yards Canoe in missing canoeist. Gosport Rescue 1 and Gosport Rescue Mobile
10/018 10/04 20:58  of EImore Difficult launched to search for missing person, Coastguard Rescue
Point y Helicopter 104 located causality from air, GR1 alongside and
assisted person ashore. No medical assistance required.
Off - .
. 25ft yacht drifting apparently unattended off Explosion Museum.
10019  18/04 12:59 LXPlosion.  Unattended  pq iaiced with MOD Police who took vessel to birth in the
Portsmouth Vessel
camber, Old Portsmouth.
Harbour
8 meter fishing vessel contacted Solent Coastguard requesting
Rvde assistance as they were lost in fog and suffering engine problems.
10/020 19/04  22:25 Sa); ds Lost in Fog Search was made by Gosport Rescue 1 between Gillkicker and
Ryde Pier, located nearby. Vessel escorted to the Camber,
Portsmouth Harbour.
Lee on Small speed boat with 6 persons on board seen by Solent
. Solent, off Engine Coastguard with engine cover off. GR3 tasked to boat, on arrival
10/021 24/04 11:.01 ; g SO .
Coastguard Failure they had no lifejackets, no flares or way of communication. Advise
HQ given to crew.
East Radio A request by Solent Coastguard to search for a vessel jamming a
10/022 24/04  12:17 Bramble emergency working channel off East Bramble Buoy, the vessel
Jammer :
Buoy was never found but the carrier eventually stopped.
;i?eg? Gosport Rescue 1 was launched to assist Solent Rescue in the
. ' Engine recovery of a broken down vessel which had a near miss collision
10/023 24/04  16:23 near : : : . ) -
hovercraft Failure with a container ship near Southa}mpton Water.s. Hill Head Mobile
. at destination to give safety advise.
slipway
Person Report of a person and dog stuck in the mud below Portsmouth
. Portsmouth . Harbour train station, GR1 tasked to the persons assistance,
10/024 24/04  20:40 stuck in -
Harbour canoe team prepared. Stood down after launch as Hampshire Fire
mud ) ; .
Service were able to retrieve the man and his dog.
Slipway A car which was launching a fishing vessel off the slipway outside
10/025 25/04  14:00 outside Carin the boathouse was unable to stop and continued on into the
Gosport water water, the submerged car was recovered by the launching tractor
Rescue HQ and was taken away by a breakdown service.
20 Gosport and Fareham Inshore Rescue SeAdurial Report 2010
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Incident

[\ [0}

a

Once every
three days

Position
of
Incident

 Nature of

Incident

Brief Incident Description

Paged to a 41ft sailing vessel suffering from Fuel Starvation
Portsmouth problems in the entrance to Portsmouth Harbour during poor
. Fuel weather and high wind. GAFIRS members were already on
10/026 30/04 19:29 Harbour ) ; 7
Entrance Problems stanQby at the station because they were in regu]ar training
sessions. The vessel was towed to Gosport Marina with no
further assistance required.
On Sunday 2" May Solent Coastguard paged Gosport Rescue 1
to the report of a man overboard from the T.S. Royalist in Stokes
Bay. Gosport Rescue 1 launched with a paramedic and on arrival
the T.S Royalist safety boat had the causality on board carrying
. Man Over out CPR.
10/027 02/05  20:33  Stokes Bay Board The causality was transferred to GR1 where oxygen was
administered and defibrillator attached. Coastguard Rescue
Helicopter 104 then air lifted the causality to QA Hospital.
Unfortunately the causality did not recover as a result of his
injuries.
10/028 09/05 15:50 Gosport Medical A f|_rs_t aider ass_,lsted a person \_/vho appr_oac_hed GAFIRS
Rescue HQ Ashore complaining of foreign object in their eye. Irritation was removed.
Crews were tasked for immediate launch to a capsized canoe off
Off Fort Blockhouse (Entrance to Portsmouth Harbour.) Two young
10/029 15005  13:11 Portsmouth Canoe in children were recovered and taken back to the boathouse, first
) Harbour Difficulty aiders treated the causalities for hypothermia until paramedic
Entrance crews arrived to continue treatment. Both children stabilised and
were safe and well.
Portsmouth Gosport Rescue 1 launched to a vessel declaring PAN PAN just
. Rudder outside of Portsmouth Harbour who had lost their rudder. Our
10/030 15/05 16:15 Harbour . ; : I
Damage lifeboat gave quick assistance to prevent any collisions and took
Swash way ;
the vessel into Haslar
Lifeboat and shore crews were woken up at 01:54am by pager
10/031 22/05  01:52 Gillar:fker Engine callout to tow a vessel suffering engine failure off Gillkicker Point.
) . Failure G1 attended and towed casualty to Haslar Lake, the fault was
Point )
due to a broken driveshatft.
3/4 Mile off Electrical A vessel was sighted off Gillkicker Point by a member of the
10/032 22/05 16:55 Elmore service drifting towards Portsmouth Harbour, upon arrival, the
; Problems : :
Slipway vessel required a tow after they had a electrical fault.
élgrsnpg:{ Solent CG radioed GRHQ with report of a jet ski broken down,
. Engine 2km from GRHQ towards Ryde. Vessel had launched from
10/033 23/05  16:43 R?g@:ﬁ d';Q Failure slipway at GRHQ that morning so the vessel was brought back to
Ryde the Stokes Bay slipway.
Half Mile Telephone call to GRHQ reporting engine failure on yacht Portia.
East of Engine They were advised to listen on Ch 16 and would request
10/034 23/05 17:30 ) assistance following the phone call to Solent CG. GR1 was
Horse Sand Failure L . -
Fort tasked to the incident and provided a tow back into Hornet,
Gosport.
East Side of Gosport Rescue 1 was tasked to a vessel which was taking on
10/035 23/05 20:38 Sinking water. After the water was pumped out by GR1 / Hants Fire and
Camber
Rescue the vessel was put on shore to dry out.
10/036 24/05 10:05 gzamuLdar?(faf Engine Paged to a vessel with gearbox failure off Quay Lane Boatyard.
) y Failure Stood down before launch.
Boatyard
Off Unattended Gosport Rescue 3 paged by Solent Coastguard to retrieve a
10/037 26/05 17:01  Fleetlands, Drifting tender in Cams Bay, Portsmouth Harbour. The vessel was found
Cams Hall Vessel unattended and no persons in the surrounding area.
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It has been another busy year for
the lifeboat and shore crew s.

We have responded to 113
incidents this year, both afloat
and ashore.

Covering the busy Central
Solent, including inside
Portsmouth Harbour, through to
Titchfield Harbour and across to
the Isle of Wight keeps the
service now in its 42 " year, b usy
round the clock, 24 hours a day,
365 days a year.

We have had to deal with tr agedy
in May, when a young Sea Cadet

fell from the rigging of a Sail -

Training ship in Stokes Bay and
despite the best efforts of all
involved the young cadet did not
pull through. It is at times like
this, when all the training Is put
to full use, the team work during
and support after, that makes me
proud to be i nvolved in GAFIRS
for 33 years.

There was also the Condor Ferry
with a lorry fire where we
managed to fully man both boats
for around 12 hours as safety
cover, along with our  shore
support team.

- Chris Rudd

Chris Rudd 2B
Senior Coxswain g '—‘:’" <,
Considering we are all 100% g
Volunteers, this shows the i

dedication to the tasks we are
asked to carry out.

Gosport Rescue 1 and 3 have,
again served us well through out
the year and with the new
frontline boat almost completed,
it should be in full service by the
summer.

Crew (VSRS have been
maintained throughout the year,
with both returning members
and c adets who have become 17
and eligible to train on the boats
New members have also joined
the team on both boat and shore
crews. Many thanks to all of you
who support our efforts a nd all
the members who  volunteer their
time so freely.
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Lifeboat crews from GAFIRS launching into
65 knot winds to rescue a vessel outside
Portsmouth Harbour.
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Position
of
Incident

 Nature of
Incident

Pager Callouts...

Brief Incident Description

Off Salterns o Search for missing person off HiII. head. Gqsport Rescue 1
10/038 26/05 23:30 Car park Missing Iaunchgd and_a search team were dispatched in Gosport Rescue
) Hill head’ Person Mobile. Police reported person found ashore. Search teams
stood down
. Spitsand Engine Tasked by Solent Coastguard to assist a yacht into Portsmouth
10/039 30/05  19:00 Fort Failure Harbour with engine failure.
Field behind Gosport Rescue Mobile was dispatched from the boathouse to a
10/040 31/05 11:10 GAFIRS Fire fire which was escalating on a field nearby. The fire service was
requested to extinguish the fire as it escalated.
Porchester GR1 provided a halyard tow to a 32 foot yacht aground at
10/041  04/06  20:20 ook Aground P g, orchostor Croek y 9
Off Electrical Members from GRHQ reported (to GR3 which was already afloat)
10/042 04/06  20:25 Alverbank Problems of a vessel which was seen paddling towards the beach. GR3
offered assistance and gave a tow to the GAFIRS slipway.
Gosport Rescue Mobile crew came across a man who had been
Forton Road hit by car while on his push bike. The driver of Gosport Rescue
Junction of Road Mobile was a Ambulance Technician who assisted the causality.
10/043 11/06 14:55 Cambridge Traffic The causality was complaining of central back pains and semi
Road, Accident conscious. Provided medical skills until ambulance and police
Gosport arrived, then assisted ambulance crew for full spinal
immobilisation onto spinal board.
A teenager approached the boathouse for medical assistance
Gosport Medical after he had cut his finger with a penknife deep from the nail to
10/044 13/06  15:00 Rescue HQ Ashore the knuckle. An on station first aider provided assistance,
dressed and bandaged the wound and sent them onwards to the
Minor Injury Unit.
Paged by Solent Coastguard to search for two illegal immigrants
Portsmouth  Persons In who had jumped from a container ship in Portsmouth Harbour,
10/045 14/06  18:22 = one of the two persons found. Canoe Teams were dispatched to
erry port Water ; .
search under piles and places which search vessels were unable
to get to. Other person found by Police later the next day.
Cc?n(?[irrtlgr?tal . Gosport Rescue 1 and Gosport Rescue 3 Iaunched on pager call
10/046 16/06 13:21  Ferry Port Fire on to the ferry berth, Portsmouth Harbour to pro_wde safety cover
) Portsmouth Board whilst the Continental Fgrry "Commodo.re Clipper’ eva}cuated
Harbour passengers and extinguished the fire by Hants Fire.
1 Cable off Sole_nt Coastguard reported that they had re_ceived a call from
10/047 17/06  20:15 Stokes Bay _Sur_fb_oard public that a surf board _had b_een seen floating off Stokes Bay
) Sailing Club in Difficulty SC, Gosport Rescue 3 investigated an no one was found, the
surfboard was taken back to the sailing club
GAFIRS was part of a large unit deployment which included both
lifeboats, a team of canoeists (in the incident support landrover)
10/048 20/06  20:13 Footbridge Suicide along with the coastguard, police and the ambulance service.
) at Hilsea Jumper Tasked on a pager callout to search for a possible jumper off a
bridge near cosham, reported by a member of the public. No one
was found and we were stood down.
Gosport Rescue 3 paged by Solent Coastguard after a report
3/4 Mile off Dinghv in from the public of a drifting dinghy with two persons on board, 3/4
10/049 21/06  13:55 Fort Dif]EiJCL)J/It mile off Fort Monkton, entrance to Portsmouth Harbour. Hill Head
Monkton y Mobile also tasked to search shoreline of Stokes Bay. Nothing
found and both units stood down.
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Call
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Brief Incident Description

Lee on Engine Broken Down Speed boat reported on the rocks at Pier street Lee
10/050 24/06 20:15 Solent, Pier Faiglzure on Solent. Found on the beach and towed to the Hovercraft
Street slipway.
Shell Pier - Paged by Solent CG to a vessel in Portsmouth _harbopr_declaring
10/051 28/06 14:41  Portsmouth Man Over MAYDAY Man overboard _who was not wearing a Ilfe_Jacket.
' Harbour Board Casualty plck(_ed up by Police launch, no medical assistance
required. GR1 stood down before launch.
Gosport Rescue 1 lifeboat crews were paged to assist three
hovercraft which were in difficulty off Browndown, Stokes Bay.
Solent Coastguard's mobile unit from Hill Head were viewing the
Engine incident unfolding from the shore and decided to page for our
10/052 03/07 17:20 Browndown h lifeboat as the hovercrafts crew were developing difficulty. 10
Failure
persons were on board these hovercraft. The coastguard had
been receiving many reports that these hovercraft were causing
distress to members of the public so the coastguard handed the
group over to Hampshire Police for further investigation.
Gosport Rescue 1 was tasked on "Slow Time Launch” by request
of Solent Coastguard to escort a sailing yacht which was
1/2 Mile off Fuel suffering from fuel pump problems into Portsmouth Harbour after
10/053 03/07  21:03 Gilki it discovered the problem part way through its passage. Shore
ilkicker Problems . . -
and boat crews mustered at the lifeboat station and launched just
after 9pm (BST) to assist the vessel into Gosport Marina,
Portsmouth Harbour.
Crews became concerned after there were signs showing a
. 300 meters Missing swimmer had gone out and not returned, Solent Coastguard
10/054 04/07  10:14 south of HQ Person requested GR1 and Helo 104 launch and investigate, after an
hour the search was stood down.
Fort Engine Request by HMCG to assist a speedboat which was reported in
10/055 05/07 10:53 ) distress, waving for attention. Both persons on board were safe
Blockhouse Failure
and taken under tow to the Hardway, Gosport.
Lifeboat crews were paged just before Friday night crew training
1/2 Mile off Engine to r?\ssist in a tow of a broken down 24 foqt vessel off Gilkiqker
10/056 09/07 18:06 Gilkicker Failure Point. Gosport Rescue 1 took the vessel into Gosport Marina.
GR1 than tasked to a major search and rescue incident in the
Solent for a man overboard.
3 lifeboats including Gosport Rescue 1 along with the Coastguard
Helicopter 104 were tasked to a major search and rescue
10/057 09/07 19:38 South I_East Man Over inc_:ident in the Solent for a MAN OVERBOARD after the I_sle_ of
' Ryde Middle Board Wight ferry 'Red Osprey' reported a female passenger missing
upon embarking at destination. Gosport Rescue 1 was tasked to
work alongside the RNLI Cowes and Calshot lifeboats.
A sailing yacht reported to Solent Coastguard 4 jet skis broken
. Approach to Jet skiin down outside of Cowes. Gosport Rescue 1 attended and
10/058 10/07  14:54 Cowes Difficulty provided a tow for the one broken down jet ski back to Lee-on-
Solent.
Due oSfOUIh Crews were paged to rescue a dismasted dinghy with 4 persons
. on board which was spotted by HM Coastguard of the hovercraft
10/059 12/07  19:09 Hoyercraft Dlsmasted slipway at Lee-on-Solent. Crews arrived and launched within 12
Slipway, Dinghy h . S .
Lee on minutes and arrived on scene within 5 minutes. All persons safe
Solent and well.
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Gosport Rescue Base was called by Solent Coastguard to launch
our lifeboat to assist a catamaran which was reported by NCI
10/060 17/07 1356 Lee On Capsized Lee-on-Solent to be repeatedly capsizing and unable to recover
) Solent Catamaran themselves from the water. Crews fully kitted and launched within
two minutes. Upon arrival crews were able to give aid to the
persons and righted the dinghy.
Gosport Rescue 1 and Coastguard Helicopter 104 were
Hovercraft scrambled to a speedboa; with three persons on board who had
Slipway abandoned ship after their vessel began to sink. After deploying
10/061 17/07 16:50 Lee-on-, Sinking an orange smoke_fla_re and dialling 999, Gosport Rescue 1 crews
Solent retrieved the sinking vessel and towed it in the water to the
slipway where the three casualties were taken to Solent
Coastguards HQ and treated for shock.
Paged in the early hours of the morning to a 29ft yacht off North
. North Engine Sturbridge with engine failure, caused by a diesel leak. The
10/062 19/07  07:59 Sturbridge Failure vessel was assisted into Haslar where it was able to fix the
problem.
- Report of two missing persons last known to be on a white dinghy
10/063 21/07 22:25 Porchester Missing in Porchester Lake. Found safe and well by Hill Head
Lake Person
Coastguard.
500m South On duty_at the boathouse, Gosport Rescue 1 crews were ta_sked
10/064 24/07  10:49 of South Impeller to assist a \./es.sell off South Ryde Mlddle' WhI'Ch was suffering
) Ryde Middle Problems problems with its impeller coolant. The situation was resolved
once Gosport Rescue 1 provided assistance.
Gosport Rescue 1 was called to a sailing yacht declaring a PAN
West of PAN which had fouled its prc_)peller on a mooring line off Haslar
10/065 24/07 1338 Haslar Sea Fouled Sea Wall. A member of 'ghe lifeboat crew gntered the water and
wall Propeller was able to unravel the line. From the initial cgll made to Solent
Coastguard through to Gosport Rescue 1 being on scene was
under 5 minutes.
10/066 24/07 20:55  Stokes Bay Missing Paged to 3 persons in water and missing in Stokes Bay, GR1
Persons was stood down and not launched.
10/067 20007 20:29  Stokes Bay En_gine Paged to assist a vessel with engine failure. GR1 was stood
Failure down and not launched as vessel underway.
Peewit Tasked by Pager to a vessel which was_aground in Po_rtsmouth
Island Har'bour at 5:14am. The floqd rescue trailer was also dispatched
10/068 04/08 05:14 = ! Aground with Gosport Rescue Mobile to assist Gosport Rescue 1. The
ortsmouth . > :
Harbour causality vessel was eventually p_uIIed cIe_ar _of the island it had
come aground on and continued with its passage.
10/069 04/08 12:36 5??\“; ';Ogh Dismasted  Tasked to assist a small yacht with a broken boom and damaged
: 0 Mid dk)al € Yacht mast, tow established and taken to moorings in Cowes Harbour
Engine Solent Coastguard called GAFIRS to help a 30ft yacht off
10/070 04/08 17:30 Gilkicker Fai Gilkicker Point with engine failure. A tow was established to take
ailure - ;
the vessel into Gosport Marina.
PAN PAN declared by a yacht with a fouled propeller, GR1
. West of Fouled launched to rescue yacht before it became in danger of hitting
10/071 07/08  13:05 Gilkicker Propeller Haslar Sea Wall. Crewman entered the water to cut the rope free
of the vessel. Returned to station.
200 Yards Engine Vessel was spotted from the bridge assisting a fishing vessel,
10/072 08/08 16:58 off Failure GR1 launched to investigate and assisted the vessel to be
Boathouse recovered. Flat battery was found to be the issue.
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A MAYDAY was broadcast by a vessel west of No Mans Fort
10/073 14/08 1256 F N? I\éla_\fr:_s Engine who was "Drifting into oncoming traffic." Lifeboat crews launched
) or\)Vegt ng Failure to rescue the vessel, crewman isolated the problem and advised
further. Towed into Portsmouth Harbour.
10/074 14/08  14:10 Gosport Fuel GR1 was tasked to help another vessel suffering f_rom fuel
Marina Problems problems. Crewman aboard was able to assist.
Engine MAYDAY call was made frqm a 15ft Ope_n Speedboat. Solent CG
10/075 14/08 17:53 Hornet Buoy Failure tasked Gosport Rescue's Lifeboat to assist. GR1 took speedboat
into Southsea Marina.
North East Radio call made to GRHQ requesting the launch of GR1 to assist
. of East Fouled a vessel with a fouled propeller, GR3 also tasked to assist.
10/076 15/08  11:24 Brambles Propeller Crewman entered the water to cut the vessel free, then towed to
Cardinal Haslar Marina.
Shore crew of GAFIRS were requested by Independent Lifeboat
Stokes Bay Total "Ryde Rescue" to receive a Speedboat who's outboard engine
10/077 20/08 18:30 off GRHQ ’ Engine detached and fell into the sea after hitting the water after coming
Loss off a large wave. Shore crews kitted in dry suits and pulled the
vessel up the beach with Gosport Rescue Tango (Tractor)
A committee boat reported an 11 year old male having been
. West East Medical transferred from parents yacht with head injury. A crewman
10/078 21/08  11.00 Knoll Afloat (who's full time job is an Emergency Medical Technician) was
able to provide assistance.
Fouled Yacht_with Genoa she_et ro_unq propeller off Cowes. GR1 in area
10/079 21/08 11:50 Cowes Propeller standing by from previous incident - released by Coastguard for
this task. Yacht towed into Cowes and secured alongside.
Just off Fouled thVessheI (;allettii1 HQ viahlanIQIine and a?jked f%r %ss.is;antlzégtie to
oule em having their anchor line wrapped round their kee was
10/080 22/08  13:19 GAFIRS Anchor launched ?o their assistance andprpemoved the line. The vessel
Slipway .
then made progress unescorted to Clarence Marina.
Tipnor o Paged to a fishing vessel sinking_in Portsmouth I_—|arbour. GR1
10/081 23/08 12:24 Fishi Sinking stood down before launch as Police Boat alongside and water
ishing Club -
ingress stemmed.
0.5 mile . . -
. Engine Called to assist a broken down, drifting vessel. Vessel towed to
10/082 28/08  13:07 éci)ltitgkgfr Failure GAFIRS lifeboat buoy, sea start on scene. GR1 released.
GR1 tasked to a capsized dinghy off Stokes Bay Sailing Club. 2
10/083 28/08  13:46 Stokes Bay Capsized persons in the water - one separated from dinghy. First causality
' Sailing Club Dinghy picked up by nearby Laser Dinghy. GR1 crew assisted 2nd
causality to right dinghy and returned to Stokes Bay.
. During a trainee Coxswain session, GR1 became aware of a
10/084 04/09 15:41 ?Aoairi)r?a:t AS%S\'ItVed yacht which was having difficulties towing another vessel to its
berth. GR1 took over the tow and towed it to it's berth.
Gosport Rescue 1 was tasked to assist a 10 meter boat declaring
10/085 05/09 10:14 West Ryde Engine PAN PAN which was suffering total engine failure just off West
' Middle Failure Ryde Middle. GR1 took the vessel under tow to Gosport Marina.
Both adults and both children were safe and well,
A 32ft vessel declared PAN PAN in Osborne Bay due to engine
. Osborne Engine failure, the vessel was unable to get out of the situation and
10/086 05/09  14:00 Bay Failure required assistance. GR1 proceeded to the incident where it
provided a tow.
East of _ A PAN PAN was declared just befolre 2pm after_a yacht became
10/087 12/09 1358 Bramble Dismasted dismasted off Solent Coastguard's HQ, GR1 in attendance,
Bank Yacht vessel passed to Ham_ble Independent Lifeboat who took vessel
back into Southampton Waters.
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May Day calls

Brief Incident Description

A faint PAN PAN was picked up by Solent Coastguard to a
. No Mans Engine timeshare vessel which was suffering from engine failure. Crews
10/088 13/09  13:57 Land Fort Failure were paged to launch GR1, who were promptly on scene. Vessel
towed into Haslar
Solent Coastguard paged lifeboat crews to immediate readiness
. I Medical after a vessel had made a DSC Distress Call. The incident
10/089 15/09  11.03 Gilkicker Afloat developed after contact was finally made to the vessel, which had
a crewman on with head injuries. GR1 stood down before launch.
. Pollution Whilst carrying out a ashes scattering, Solent Coastguard tasked
10/090 18/09  12:10 Control GR1 to a pollution issue reported by the public.
10/091 18/09  18:47 Fareham D|_nghy in  HMCG pa_ged our crews to investigate a dnftlng dinghy, on arrival
Creek Difficulty it was semi-submerged. Crews took it ashore.
On a Sunday duty day, the boathouse was called by the
. Porchester coastguard to rescue a yacht which was going aground within
10/092 19/09  14:31 Creek Aground Portsmouth Harbour. Crews had to wait until the tide was
sufficient to tow them back out to safety.
Stokes Bay, Dismasted Pager callout to a dismasted yacht off Browndown Buoy. Two
10/093 23/09 13:15 towards Yacht other vessels were already alongside awaiting the lifeboat.
Browndown Vessel escorted to Portsmouth Harbour.
Eastern Unmanned  Unmanned small boat drifting somewhere between Gilkicker and
10/094 23/09 14:41 Solent drifting Wotton Creek. Communications were established with vessel, not
vessel unmanned so the launch was stood down.
. Titchfield GR1 reported a yacht aground at the entrance to Hill Head
10/095 26/09  16:03 Haven Aground Harbour, crews assisted the yacht into Hill Head Harbour.
Portsmouth . .
. i Persons In Paged to persons in water at Portsmouth Railway Jetty. Stood
10/096 28/09  03:09 R?g\tl\t’?y Water down before launch as the person had been recovered.
Western After reports to the coastguard of white flares being set off in the
10/097 02/10  13:40 end of Flares Solent, GR1 was requested to launch and investigate further.
) Reported GR1 sighted a further flare, found to be on land as part of a
Stokes Bay . -
Military exercise.
Paged by Solent Coastguard to search for two persons who were
believed to be missing from their beached hobiecat between
. Missing Stokes Bay and Calshot, RNLI Calshot Lifeboat was also
10/098 06/10  14:30  Stokes Bay Persons launched. Stood down before launch as the Duty Officer at
GAFIRS spotted the pair returning to their hobbiecat - with an ice
cream.
Priddvs Person In Paged to a person stuck in mud at Priddys Hard, Gosport Rescue
10/099 06/10 16:35 Y Mobile dispatched with flood/mud rescue kit. Stood down on way
Hard Water C X
to incident as person ashore recovered causality.
GR1 spotted a waterlogged and capsized dinghy on the beach
10/100 06/10 16:54  Stokes Bay Cap5|zed between GAFIRS and G|II§|cker. Towed pack to SB Sailing Club,
Dinghy one causality reported mildly hypothermic, treated by crew and
taken back to warm up.
2 Miles off Dismasted GAFIRS was called to dismasted yacht "2 Miles off Browndown."
10/101 10/10 11:20 Crews attended and helped the crews before they continued
Browndown Yacht .
unescorted to their home port.
1km South
of . . . . . .
. Engine Power boat with overheating engine required assistance, GR1
10102 10710 15:37  Portsmouth Failure took vessel under tow into Haslar Marina.
Harbour
Entrance
da! , 5! ¢ Aa | RAaUONBaa ¢2NR dza S R-thréeaienidg2ifesg2ngyt
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GR3 whilst afloat on patrol was tasked by CG to a dismasted Sun
1 Mile SW Dismasted sail yacht also with engine failure. GR1 was also launched to
10/103 16/10 12:30 Elmore assist. Once secured, lifeboat crewman was able to repair a split
. Yacht : ; .
Point pipe from exhaust, all tested ok so making their own way back to
Port Solent.
MAYDAY from Yacht which lost 2 crew overboard during a quall.
1/2 Mile off Man Over Crews were scrambled from GAFIRS to rescue the two
10/104 23/10 13:08 o causalities. Both causalities were recovered, GR1 with vessel,
Gilkicker Board -
left under own power to head into Portsmouth Harbour as
causalities needed no medical assistance.
GR1 was launched to assist a small fishing boat which had
Off Endine suffered from Engine Failure, which was later found to be a flat
10/105 07/11 12:16 g battery. Vessel taken to GRHQ slipway where it was able to be
Browndown Failure . . . -
recovered. The causality also had a dislocated middle finger
which one of our crew were able to correct.
Solent Coastguard tasked GAFIRS to investigate a yacht which
had gone aground at the Osborne View, Hill Head. A Canoe
. Osborne lifeguard team was dispatched in Gosport Rescue Mobile to
107106 0711 15:25 View Aground assist, along with GR3 which was already afloat. Hamble Lifeboat
returned later in evening to assist in the refloating and escort into
the Hamble.
A member of the public alerted the boathouse shore crew of an
GAFIRS Medical elderly lady who had fallen down steps adjacent to the boathouse
10/107 07/11  15:50 and bumped her head. Lady was checked for any external
Car Park Ashore I . A ;
injuries and any symptoms of concussion. No injuries discovered,
lady taken back to her care home by car with friend.
gilljtlr\flcl)? Endgine PAN PAN. Gosport Rescue 1 was paged at 12:11 to assist a 28ft
10/108 16/11 12:11 . ) motor vessel off Spit Sand Fort suffering from engine failure.
Spit Sand Failure ) . h
Fort Crews took the causality boat under tow into Haslar Marina.
Gilkicker Engine Paged at 07:51AM to a broken down fishing vessel off Gilkicker.
10/109 23/11  07:54 Point Fai?ure GR1 attended and towed the causality into Gosport Marina. GR1
was then diverted to incident 10/110.
GR1 was called to investigate a Digital Distress Call (MAY DAY)
from a yacht just inside Portsmouth Harbour. Police launch
10/110 23/11 0855 Portsmouth DSC Alert vessgl alongside in Gosport Marina. GR1 reported tha_t the
Harbour causality vessel had faulty radio equipment and transmitted a
DSC Distress Call every time he went to tell the coastguard it
was a false call. GR1 released.
Shoreline The team were paged at half past midnight to search for a female
. and Inland Missing believed missing. Both boats launched and shore crew tasked,
101111 10112 00:32 of Stokes Person person found 2 1/2 hours later. All teams returned to station and
Bay left at 4am.
South Central Ambulance Service contacted the boathouse and
. Inland, Lee Other requested our 4x4 Rescue Landrover to assist freeing an
101112 19/12° 14:55 on Solent (Shore) ambulance stuck on icy ground. Once assisted, GRM returned to
station.
Paged to multiple persons in water from a rib at Portsmouth
10/113 27/12  12:13 Portsmouth Man Over Harbour entrance. GR1 launched. 3 persons in water. All persons
Harbour Board A
recovered, treated for hypothermia.
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Lifeguards

The organisation has a Cadet Section for
young people between the ages of 14 and
18. The aim of the section is to teach the
youngsters lifesaving skills both in canoes
(shown in the picture above) and on the
beach, as well as traditional lifeguard skills.
The cadets progress through the service and
it is hoped that some will progress to training
as boat crew at the age of 18yrs, many of
the cadets have gone on to complete thier
gold Duke of Edingburgh's awards.

Overthelast few years several of the past
cadets have gone onto work in the Police,
Ambulance, Fire and Coastguard Services,
continuing their desire to help those in need.

The cadets use the 'SHARK' rescue canoe, which was originally designed by
one of our members and is still being built to an updated specification. The
cadets take part in competitions throughout the year in both canoes and
pool lifeguarding. They also provide safety cover to cross Solent swims, the
International Festival of the Sea and many other local events.

nn my 2 years of being a GAFIRS
cadet | have learnt many skills and
met some really nice people and the
whole section works together to
achieve goals and learn new skills to

help the public.
Mx mw zi v} vi{evhr
be a part of it.

Charlie Clark
Cadet




Weymouth and Portland National Sailing Acadenyl 21 September

Medals Won by GAFIRS

Gold Medalfor bestFemale Team
Becca Bowden
Katie Keogh
Sophie Hughes

Silver Medalfor bestRooky Team
Becca Bowden
Katie Keogh
Sophie Hughes

Silver Medalfor bestAdult Team
Tom Keogh
Jon Nettelton
Max Shore

Silver Medalfor bestOverall Team
Tom Keogh
Jon Nettelton
Max Shore



Our cadet section is now larger than
ever before and they have all been
learning many of the lifesaving skills
GAFIRS teaches. Some of the cadets
gained qualifications including British
Canoe Union 1 and 2 stars, as well
as RLSS Bronze Medallions. Through
a grant from the Gosport Rotary
Club, the service was able to
purchase a Canadian canoe,
essential for completing BCU awards
and a great asset on the summer
canoe patrols.

The cadets have also been taken on
trips around the local area, including
tours around other independent
lifeboat stations and a tour around
the HM Coastguard helicopter. As
well as traditional lifesaving skills, the
cadets have also been taught VHF
radio skills, basic navigation skills,
rope work and first aid. The cadets
also took part in a team building field

gun day organized by HMS Sultan VCC and spent a day kayaking with them.

During the summer the section assisted with the safety cover of the Castle in
the air raft race in Fareham as well as the canoe cover for the New Years
Day Swim. Two of our cadets have now begun their training as trainee

lifeboat crew.

With such a large section it has been great to see a team of dedicated
trainers within the service passing down their own knowledge and skills and |

wish to thank all involved.

Tom Keogh
Youth Development Officer


















